Prolonged bleeding time due to mitotane therapy.
After finding prolonged bleeding times in 2 patients treated with mitotane, we prospectively studied 7 patients with adrenocortical cancer on mitotane therapy. Before and 1 and 2 or more weeks after starting mitotane we determined the platelet counts, bleeding times and global coagulation parameters. All patients had a normal bleeding time before treatment. In 6 cases the bleeding time became prolonged (245-555 s). 4 patients exhibited platelet aggregation responses compatible with an aspirin-like defect. It is concluded that mitotane may cause a clinically relevant defect of platelet function.